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Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished delegates,

I am grateful for this opportunity to introduce to you the report of the Committee
for Programme and Coordination on its fifty-third session which was held from
3 to 28 June 2013, as contained in document A/68/16.

The report contains important conclusions and recommendations reflecting the
Committee's responsibility to review the Secretary-General's work programme with
particular attention to programme changes arising out of decisions adopted by
intergovernmental organs and conferences or suggested by the Secretary-General. In this
respect, the Committee examined the proposed changes to the biennial programme plan
as reflected in the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015, as well as a
number of evaluation reports.

In discharging its function to assist the Economic and Social Council in the
performance of its coordination functions within the United Nations system, the
Committee reviewed the 2012 annual reports of the UN System Chief Executives Board
for Coordination and the New Partnership for Africa's Development and made
recommendations in this respect.

The Committee also expressed satisfaction for the Joint Inspection Unit reports to
be considered by the Committee after the absence in recent years of reports of the Unit
for its consideration. At the same time, the Committee reaffirmed that one of the key
mandates of the Committee was to assist the Economic and Social Council and the
General Assembly on coordination questions, as reflected in the recommendation adopted
at its fifty-second session urging the Unit to intensify its efforts to introduce relevant
reports to the Committee.
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Mr. Chairman,

Regarding the changes to the biennial programme plan, as reflected in the
proposed programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015, the Committee made
recommendations relating to the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2014
2015 concerning: Programme 3 - Disarmament, Programme 10 - Trade and
Development, Programme 11 - Environment, Programme 12 - Human settlements,
Programme 15 - Economic and social development in Africa, and Programme 16 
Economic and social development in Asia and the Pacific.

As concerns evaluation, the Committee examined the reports of the Office of
Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) on: (a) strengthening the role of evaluation and the
application of evaluation findings on programme design, delivery and policy;
(b) evaluation of the United Nations Environment Programme; (c) evaluation of the
Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs; and (d) evaluation of the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. Also, in particular, the Committee made
observations, conclusions and recommendations regarding the absence of the programme
evaluation report on the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
as mandated by the General Assembly in its resolution 66/8, which are reflected in
paragraphs 205 to 216 of the report of the Committee.

With regard to coordination issues, the Committee reviewed the annual overview
report of the United Nations System Chief Executives Board for Coordination for 2012.
Among other things, the Committee reaffirmed the importance of achieving the
Millennium Development Goals and emphasized the key role to be played by CEB in
ensuring coordinated United Nations system-wide support in the preparation of and
follow-up to the post-2015 United Nations development agenda, in accordance with
relevant intergovernmental mandates. In this regard, the Committee recommended that
the General Assembly request the Secretary-General, in his capacity as Chair of CEB, to
report to the Committee on ways and means of strengthening that role in order to ensure
coordinated and effective action to address the wide range of programmatic, management
and operational issues linked to that global agenda.

In its review of the UN system support for the New Partnership for Africa's
Development (NEPAD), the Committee recommended that the General Assembly
reiterate its request to the organizations of the United Nations system to continue to
promote greater coherence in their work in support of NEPAD, and called upon the
United Nations system to continue to mainstream the special needs of Africa in all of its
normative and operational activities.

The Committee also recommended that the General Assembly request the organizations
of the United Nations system to continue to coordinate closely with the NEPAD Planning
and Coordinating Agency, as the technical body of the African Union, and other
structures of the African Union Commission and the Partnership in order to further
strengthen the implementation of the African Union/NEPAD African Action Plan 2010-
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2015. The Committee further recommended that the General Assembly request the
Secretary-General to include, in his future reports, detailed information related to the
possible outcomes of the achievements ofNEPAD targets, and stressed that future reports
should further enhance the focus on the impact, in both quantitative and qualitative terms,
of the activities implemented by entities of the United Nations system in support of
NEPAD.

Finally, regarding the reports of the Joint Inspection Unit, the Committee
examined and made recommendations on the reports of the Unit on: (a) Strategic
planning in the United Nations system; and (b) Financing for humanitarian operations in
the United Nations system.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.


